11 


— 0 8 
— 


PE 


' The Myſtery of Godlineſs conſider d, and 
opposd to the Myſtery of Iniquity. 


Preach'd upon 


I TIM HI. 16. 


AT THE A 


Viſ tation in n 
May the "Om 1721. 


By B. "Bratt D. D. Rector of 
Adiſbam, and Chaplain to the Moſt 


Reverend Father in God WILLIAM, 


LONDON: 


| Printed by W. I. for Tro. GRIFFITHS, 
at the London Gazette, Charing«Creſs. 1721. 


Lord Archbiſhop of CANTERBURY. | 


1 Tim. III. 16. 


Without Controverſy, great is 
the Myſtery of Godlineſs. 


PUR Apoſtle having 

exhorted in the pre- 
ceding Verſes his | 
Diſciple Timothy, to | 
behave himſelf wor- 
thily in the Church 
of God, which is the 
Pillar and the Ground 
of the Truth, men- 
tions Six principal Heads of that Truth ; 
which the Miniſters of the Goſpel arc to 
preach, to propagate, to aſlert, and to 
defend, according to their Abilities, and 
to the utmoſt of their Power. With this 
general Propoſition, Without Controverſy, 
great is the Myſtery of Codlineſs, he brings 
in theſe Six principal Heads in this man- 
ner; God was manifeſted in the Fleth, 
A 2 juſtified 
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juſt ified 1 the Spertt , ſeen of Angels, 


preach d unto the Gentiles, beltev'd on in 
the World, receiv d up into Glory. 


We are taught Three Things in the 
general Propoſition, which TI have choſen 
ro be the Subject of this Diſcourſe. 


Iſt. That the Doctrine we preach, and 
the Religion we all profeſs, is a Myſtery. 


TIdly, That this Myſtery is great. And, 


IIIdly, That it is a Myſtery of God- 
lineſs. 


But beforo T examine theſe Three 
Things, give me leave to inſiſt a little 
upon theſe previous Words, without Con- 
troverſy. It may be ask'd, How St. Paul 
could uſe ſuch an Aſſeveration upon a 
Thing that was from the Beginning of the 
Goſpel, and that he foreſaw would be al- 
ways, ſo much controyerted 2 For no Do- 
ctrine was ever ſo much contradicted as 
the Doctrine we preach, and no Religion 
ſo much oppos'd, even in his Time, as 
the bleſſed Religion we profeſs. Did not 
the Jews ſay, that Jeſus Chriſt, the Source 
of that heavenly Doctrine, and the Au- 
thor of that excellent Religion, had a 

Devil! 
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Devil? Was not St. Paul calld Fool, 
and St. Peter accusd of being drunk, 
when they were preaching the Goſpel? 
What Perſecutions did not the firſt Chri- 
ſtians ſuffer? How often have they not 
been ridicul'd and reproach'd with 2 ado- 
ras Crucifixum, you worſhip one that has 
been crucified ; and with -n5wary, believe, 
as if rhe Foundation of our Hope was 2 
groundleſs Belief 2 That the great My- 
ſtery of Godlineſs is true, the faithful 
Chriſtians are intirely convinced of: But 
that it has always been exceedingly con- 
tradicted by the Jews and the Pagans, 
the Hereticks and the Libertines, they 
know it too well by a woful Experience, 
to have the leaſt doubt on t. The Jews, 
at Rome, ſaid to St. Paul himſelf, Me de- 
fire to hear of thee, what thou thinkeſt ; for 
as concerning this Set, . we know, that 
every where it is ſpoken againſt *. Paulus 
Samoſatenus aſſerted, that Chriſt was only 
Pikes yen nds, a meer Man; S105 G- 
ber., but not dre ονs, a Divine Man, 
but not God and Man; ſo did Socinus. 
And the Arians, who, to the exceeding 
Grief of true Chriſtians, grow very nu- 
merous, maintain, that our bleſſed Lord 
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is only a Creature, but the firſt that ever 
was created, and by whom God has made 
the World. Have not even ſome of St. 
Peters pretended Succeſſors, wlio aſſume 
the Title of Chriſt's Vicars, contradicted 
that great Myſtery. Leo the Tenth, by 
an horrible Impiety, call'd it, Fabula de 
. — a Fable concerning Chriſt. And 
zregory the Ninth reckon d Three famous 
tel Fg and he moſt profanely nam'd 
our bleſſed Jeſus, the Son of God, and 
Moſes, his faithful Servant, with the im- 
pious Mahomet. St. Paul himſelf que- 
ſtion'd once rhat great Myſtery ; for he 
cruelly perſecuted thoſe that profeſſed it; 
how came he then to aſſert ſo poſitively, 
that the great Myſtery of Godlineſs is 
without Controverſy > He might have 
ſaid, S «Maas, in Truth, or in his own 
Words, Tos d Avy/©), it a is faithful Say- 
ing; he might have aſſured, maintain'd 
and proteſted, that it was true: But to 
ſay of a Thing ſo much controverted, that 
it is without Controverſy, is what looks 
very odd and ſurprizing. Bur to clear 
the Difficulty, I need but tell you, that 
the Greek Word ougagyvptrows, which has 
been render'd «without Controverſy, ſig- 
nifies, properly, confeſſedly, and it may 
be tranſlated, truly, evidently, or by one 
Conſent : which Expreſſions arc not fo 


peremp- 
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| peremptory as the other: And ſo this 
great Myſtery has indeed been contro- 
verted by the Enemies of our bleſſed Re- 
ligion, but never among true Chriſtians, 
to whom it was ſaid, without Contro- 
verſy, or rather, truly, confeſſedly, or 
by the Conſent of all the Fairhful, grea? 
is the Myſtery of Godlineſs. It may be 
added, that the Word OugAgYEphfy ws, that 
relates both to the Truth and the Dig- 
nity of this great Myſtery, was uſherd 
in by the Apoſtle, in oppoſition to the 
Myſteries of the Gentiles, that were not 
only very doubtful, but likewiſe falſe, 
baſe and infamous, even ridicul'd and 
contradicted by the beſt and the wiſeſt 
Heathens. Bur, 


I muſt now ſhew, that the Doctrine we 
preach and the Religion we all profeſs, 
is a Myſtery. 


That Word Myſtery is taken ſeveral 
ways. Religious Ceremonies are call'd 
Myſteries, both by the Fathers and by 
the Heathens. An outward Sign of an 
inward Grace, is ſtild a Myſtery. The 
Secrets relating to our Regeneration and 
Juſtification, are Myſteries. The Blind- 
neſs and Obſtinacy of the Jes, till they 
be call d again, are named a Myſtery by 

St. 
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St. Paul! *. The Calling of the Gentiles 
likewiſe + ; ſo is our being chang'd in the 
laſt Day. The whole Hiſtory of Chriſt is 
aMyſtery : his Incarnation and Birth, his 
Life and Converſation, his Death and 
Reſurrection, his Aſcenſion into Heaven, 
and fitting at the Right Hand of God; 
are Myſteries that were utterly hid from 
the Heathens, and that appear'd to God's 
own peculiar People, even to Prophets, 
very darkly under the Types and Sha- 
dows of the Ceremonial Laws. The 
Angels themſelves were acquainted with 
them but imperfectly; for St. Peter ſays, 
They deſired to look into them ** ; and St. 
Pant declares ff, that His being a Miniſter 
of the Goſpel was a Grace given unto him, 
that he ſhould preach unto the Gentiles 


the unſearchable Riches of Chriſt, and © 


male all Men ſee, what is the Fellowſhip 


of the Myſtery, which from the Beginning 


of the World has been hid in God; to the 
mient, that now unto the Principalities, 
and Powers in heavenly Places, might be 
known by the Church the manifold Wiſdom 
of God, according to the Eternal Purpoſe, 


FF * 
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1 Pet. i. 12. H Epheſ. ili. 
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oak he purpaſed in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, 
ut, | 2 


: Tg come 405 the Matter 7 Hand: 
By the Word Myſtery mention d in, 
Text, muſt be underſtood all x Bags 4 
and ſacred Truths reveal d by God, which 
concern the State of the New Covenant 
betwixt God and Men; and all the Tranſac- 
tions, that relate to the Eſtabliſhment' of 
our Lord's Bleſſed Kingdom all over the 
World, and which belong to our Salvati- 
on and Eternal Happineſs; all the Doe- 
trine of Chriſt's Goſpel ; in ſhort, all that 
the pure Chriſtian Religion comprehends. 
That Myſtery called ſometimes, The My- 
\ feery of Chriſt *; ſometimes, The Myſtery 
of the Goſpel; ſometimes, The Myſtery 
of his wt and ſometimes, The My- 
ſtery of God the Father and of Chriſt, has 
been hid from Ages and from Generati- 
ons; but at laſt, It was made manifeſt to 
the Saints, to whom God would make 
\ known what is the Riches of the Glory of 
this Myſtery among ſt the Gentiles. It 
was hid where all the World could never 
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have found it.; where even Angels could 
never have diſcover d it. That Myſtery 
was hid in God's own Boſom, in the 
VUnſearchableneſs of his Ways; wherein- 
to no Man, not even any of the ſub- 
fimeſt Angels could dive; and fo the 
could not poſſibly be acquainted with 
i without Revelation. Oh! what Ob- 
Jigation do we not lie under? We, who 
an unſpeakable Favour of Heaven, 
do live under the bleſſed Diſpenſation of 
rhe 'Goſpel, under which we ate tauglit 
the Myſteries of our wonderful Salva- 
tion! I 7 given to you, ſays our moſt 
dear Saviour, 70 #now the Myſteries of the 
Kingdom of Hleuuen. Oh! what Ac- 
 knowledgmenrs ought we not to ſhew 


to our great God for ſo ineſtimable a Be- 


nefit, for his ſo gracious and wiſe Pur- 


poſe towards us? Our Mouths fhould al- 
ways be full of his Praiſes, and our 


Hearts full of Love for him, our Minds 


full of Admiration for ſo great a Charity, 
and our Souls full of Zeal for his 
Service. 


Arts and Sciences have their Myſteries, | 
Which when by our Study, Meditation, | 
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and Experience we find out, we are o- 
verjoy d. Nature has hers, ſome where- 
of have already been diſcover d by Men's 
Induſtry, to their great Satisfaction; and 
the others lie {till hid. But what are 
theſe Myſteries, in compariſon of the My- 
ſtery mention'd inmy Text? Theſe My- 
ſteries are only Secrets that lie in Crea- 
tures, and that by the Light of Nature 
may be detected and plainly ſeen ; but 
this Myſtery, which, had it not been for 
the Divine Revelation, had never come 
within the Reach of either the Angelical 
or the Human Knowledge; and which 
the Angels and the bleſſed Souls will ad- 
mire to all Eternity, but never compre- 
hend; this Myſtery, I ſay, proceeds 
fromthe Eternal, All-wiſe and Omnipotent 
Being, and is reveal'd only to whom he 
pleaſes. That Myſtery may be diſcover d 
by Faith, but it can't be fathom d by Rea- 
fon; which, if theſe preſumptuous Men, 
that endeavour to comprehend it, would 
ſeriouſly conſider, they ſhould not fall 
into the Impicty they make themſelves 
guilty of, in denying it, becauſe their 
Reaſon cannot comprehend it. There's 
' a great difference betwixt Faith and Rea- 
ſon; the ficſt, depending intirely upon 


the Divine Revelation, receives for an un- 


queſtionable Truth, what comes from it; 
| B 2 but 
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but the other, relying upon its Sagacity 
and Penetration, calls for Evidence and 
Demonſtration. Now, it is what they 
ſhould carefully, but what they will not 
diſtinguiſh. But, | 


I come now to the Second Thing we 
are taught in my Text, that this My- 
ſtery is great, 


It is ſo indeed, and the greateſt, the 
moſt wonderful, and amazing of all My- 
ſteries Ir is ſo great, that it will be ad- 
mir'd and ador d to all Eternity, but it 
never will be fully comprehended. O the 
depth of the Riches of the Wiſdom and 
Knowledge of God] how unſearchable are 
his Fudgments, and his Ways paſt finding 
out | * The more this great Myſtery is 
known by Men and by Angels, the 
greater Deſire it excites in them to get 
themſelves better and better acquainted 
with it, becauſe it comprehends the moſt 
deſirable and the ſublimeſt of all Know- 
ledge. Tt contains a Knowledge, thar 
fills their Minds with the moſt exquiſite 
Pleaſures, that pours into them unuttera- 
ble Comforts, and that procures them 


27 TY 1 * 


* Rom, xi. 33. 


the 


<P 


preach'd in Canterbury. 13 


the greateſt Satisfaction and unexpreſſi- 
ble Bleſſings. It includes a Knowledge 
that diſplays unto them the inexhauſtible 
Treaſures of God's Wiſdom, Mercy and 
Goodneſs ; a Knowledge infinitely oppo- 
ſite to, and different from, that which the 
Heathens got our of their Myſteries, ſo 
full of Cheat, Superſtitions, Idolatry and 
infamous Actions, that their learned and 
wiſe Men were aſham'd of em: Wherefore 
they did not care to be at the trouble 
to fathom them, and their Prieſts hid 'em 
carefully; for had they been unvail'd, 
they had been expos'd to theRidicule of 
the People; ar leaſt of all choſe, who 
were not utter Strangers to good Senſe, 
and who made any uſe of their Reaſon, 
Such were the Myſteries of Eleuſina or- 
dain'd in Honour of the Goddeſs Ceres, to 
which only Women were admitted ; and 
the Myſterics of Jie, Goddeſs of the E- 
Lyptians, whoſe Prieſts were forbidden to 
ſpeak of 'em, becauſe they were full of 
Infamy. And it was for that Reaſon, 
that very few of the Heathen Philoſo- 
phers and Orators undertook to juſtify 


them, among whom were Julian the A.- 
poſtate, Porphyrins and Libanius; but in 


endeavouring to ſhew they were not ſo 
oppos d to the Light of Reaſon and to 
good Senſe, as the Chriſtians did repre- 
| ſent 
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ſent them, they bertray'd their want of 
Judgment and made appear rather their 
Skill in Sophiſtry, than their Capacity in 
Oratory. But, 


Let us examine the Greatneſs of the 
Myſtery mention'd in my Text. 


It is great in two Reſpects: iſt, be- 
cauſe of it's unfathomable and unſcarcha- 
ble Depth. And, 2dly, becauſe of its un- 
expreſſible Worth and unſpeakable Ex- 


cellency. 


It is h amppntgy, a Secret that can 
neither be uttered nor conceiv d either by 
Men or by Angels. The Heathen My- 
ſteries were indeed called apprrz in- 
fanda, but it was, becauſe they were not 
fit ro be uttered. The Prieſts of theſe 
ſhameful Myſteries could have laid 
them open before the People, bur they 
durſt not, by Reaſon that they foreſaw 
they ſhould loſe, were they known, their 
Credit; and beſides, they ſhould be ex- 
pos d to the juſt Reſentment of thoſe, 
that had been ſo much cheated and im- 
pos'd upon: Bur it is quite otherwiſe with 
our bleſſed and moſt glorious Myſteries. 
Let the Miniſters of the Goſpel, let the 


Angels, even the ſublimeſt of cm, be ne- 
vcr 


: 
: 
* 


* 
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ver ſo willing to utter ch is great Myſtery, 
they cannot expreſs it, becauſe they are 
not able to comprehend it. 
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That the higheſt of Heavens ſhould 
be intimately united with this Earth; 
that a moſt glorious immortal Spirit 
ſhould conſent to put on a poor frail 
mortal Body ; that the ſupreme Wiſdom 
ſhould be willing to become a little Babe, 
and to ſtutrer ; that the great Jehovab 
ſhould live and converſe-familiarly among 
Men for many Years, is indeed a great 
Myſtery : And that a Man, without any 
outward Appearance, Power and Credit, 
attended only with a few Fiſhermen, 
whoſe Parents and Friends were poor 
People; that a Man hated, aſpers'd, de- 
ſpis'd, perſecuted, and look'd upon as a 
Deceiver, even by the moſt learned and 
greateſt, amongſt whom he lived; that 
a Man accus'd of many Crimes, con- 
demn'd, and put to a ſhameful. Death; 
that ſuch a Man ſhould be that eternal 
Spirit, that ſupreme Wiſdom, that great 
Zehovah ; and ſo the Creator, Preſerver, 
and Saviour of the World, the only Son 
of the Almighty God ; that in him ſhould 
be all the Treaſures of Glory, Wiſdom, 


and Happineſs ; that ſuch a Man ſhould 


have the Keys of Heaven and Hell; 
that 
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that he ſhould be abſolute Maſter of 


Life and Death, the ſupreme Lord of 


Angels, the Mediator betwixt God and 
Men ; the Conqueror of the World, 
and the Vanquiſhec of the Devil; and 
that he ſhould rule in Heaven, and all. 
over the World with an uncontrolable 
Power, is indeed a moſt amazing My- 
ſtery. Moreover, that the , moſt pre- 
cious of all Treaſures ſhould be con- 
tained in earthen Veſſels; that God 
ſhould put the Treaſure of Wiſdom and 
of true Knowledge in a few poor Fi- 
ſhermen and Tent-makers ; that he ſhould 
iniploy them to offer his eternal Glory 
and ſupreme Felicity to all Peoples and 
Nations, and to drive away Idolatry, 
and to cſtabliſh the true Worſhip of 
God among the Hearhens, and to con- 
vert Mankind, is a wonderful Myſtery ; 
as well as that the Seed of a New 
Birth and a glorious Reſurrection, the 
Seal of eternal Life, and the Pledge 
of all the Treaſures of Heaven, ſhould 
be conceal'd in the Two Sacraments of 
the New Covenant. 


This Myſtery is great, 2dly, becauſe 
of its unexpreſſible Worth and unſpeak- 
able Excellency, which is very evident 
and obvious; for the Subject of that 

Myttery 
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Myſtery is the Eternal, the Omnipotent, 
the All-wiſe and the Infinitely Good God, 
ro whom nothing in Heaven and upon 


Earth can be compared for Worth and Ex- 
cellency. Furthermore, the Subject of that 
Myſtery is all that he has done for us, 
by aſſuming our Nature, than which 


nothing can be more advantageous and 
of greater Importance to us; for we were 
plung d in the deepeſt Miſery, our Under- 
ſtandings were full of Darkneſs, our 
Wills inclin d to all manner of Vices, and 

all our Faculties corrupted; which made 
us the Objects of the dreadful Vengeance 
of the Divine Juſtice, and the Prey of 


the Devils and eternal Flames: But God, 
by becoming a Man, has delivered us 
from our Miſery ; he has, beſides, en- 


lighten d our Minds, ſanctified our Wills, 


and purified our Faculties; and inſtead 


of being the Objects of the dreadful Ven- 
geance of the Divine Juſtice, and the 


Prey of the Devils and eternal Flames, 
he has made us become the Objects of 


the Divine Mercy, the Companions of 
Angels, the Inhabitants of Heaven, where 
he intends to bleſs us with an everlaſt- 
ing Life, with his unſpeakable Glory, 
his incxhauſtible Treaſures, and ſupreme 
Felicity. But, 
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I come now to the Third Thing we 
are taught in my Text, that this Myſte- 
ry is a Myſtery of Godlmeſs. The 
Word of Godlineſs does not only denote 
here the Mercy, the tender Affection, 
and the Loving-kindneſs of God to- 
wards us; but it alſo comprehends our 
hearty Acknowledgments, and our Praiſes 
for his unſpeakable Favours; our Love 
for, and Fidelity to him; the Worſhip 
and the Adoration we owe to his infinite 
Majeſty. It is called the Myſtery of God- 
lineſs, becauſe it encourages and induces 
us powerfully ro have a true Faith in 
God, and to put all our Confidence in 
him, to obey his Commandments, and 
to lead a holy Life; becauſe it aſſures 
us, that God has given unto us, lays 
St. Peter, * All things that pertam unto 
Life and Godlineſs, through the Knows- 
ledge of him, that has called us to Glory 
and Virtue: whereby are given unto us | 
exceeding great and precious Promiſes ; that | 
by theſe we may be Partakers of the Divine 
Nature ; having eſcap'd the Corruption that | 
zs in the World, through Lift ; becauſe it is 
the Fountain of all our Perfections, and it 
engages us to add to our Faith, Virtue ; and 
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to Virtue, Knowledge ; and to Knowledee, 
Temperance; and to Temperance, Patience; 
and to Patience, Godlineſs; and to Godli- 
neſs, Brotherly-Kindneſs; and to Bro- 
therly- Kindneſs, Charity *. Becauſe it 
acquaints us we are ſhelter d from the 
Curſe and the Condemnation of the 
Law, and delivered by the Merits of 
Jeſus Chriſt from a double Death due to 
Sin; one whereof is Temporal, and the 
other Eternal ; becauſe it procures us all 
the Graces and all the Aſſiſtances we want 
to leave off our Vices, and to betake 
our ſelves to Holineſs and Righteouſneſs; 
it diſcovers a world of Bleſſings that are 
reſery'd for us, and it puts us in the 
Way, that brings into the bleſſed, holy 
and glorious Kingdom of Heaven, where 
we ſhall enjoy theſe Bleſſings to all 
Eternity. 


The great Myſtery mention'd in my 
Text, is called, the Myſtery of Godlineſs, 
in oppoſition, firſt, ro the Myſteries of 
the Gentiles, that taught what was di- 
rectly contrary to true Piety, to the 
Religious Homages, and profound Ado- 
ration, which are due to our Creator 
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and Preſerver : I mean, that taught per- 
nicious Maxims, that did deprave their 
Manners ; Superſtitions and Idolatry, 
that did corrupt their Worſhip; falſe O- 
pinions that did lead them out of the 
Way of Happineſs. 


Our great Myſtery is called the M- 
ſtery of Godlimeſs, waeEcias. 2dly, In op- 
poſition to the Myſtery of Iniquity, 
avojpucs, i. e. & ci, taken notice of 
2 Theſ. 2. which Myſtery aims, not at 
the Glory of God, at the Advancement 
of our Lord's Kingdom, and at the Sal- 
vation of our Soul; but that, on the 
contrary, tends to the Diſhonour of 
God's holy Name, to the Ruin of the 
Church, and the Perdition of Men. 
Such is the Myſtery of Popery, that re- 
quires, Men ſhould firmly believe againſt 


their Senſes and their Reaſon, againſt good 


Nature, Godlineſs, and the holy Scrip- 
ture, that all the Wafers that are con- 
ſecrated every Day in all the Parts of 
the World, are chang d or tranſubſtantia- 
ted into the true and proper Body of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and the Wine alſo into his 
own Blood: from which Myſtery iſſues 
a World of Errors and Superſtitions, and 
a groſs Idolatry. It ſigniſies nothing 
to ſay, that after the Conſecration, Wa- 

{ers 
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fers are ſtill ſeen, felt, and taſted; that 

the ſame Body can't be, at the ſame time, 

in a Million of Places; that it is againſt 

Piety to eat carnally one's God, againſt 

good Nature to feed upon living human 

Fleſh ; and againſt the Scripture, that 

tells us, the Heaven muſt receive Feſus 

Chriſt until the Times of Reſtitution of 

all Things; even againſt what he him- 

ſelf has ſaid to his Diſciples, Ie have 

the Poor always with you, but me ye have 

not always t. It fignifies nothing, I 

ſay, to give theſe unanſwerable Reatons, 

that that Myſtery of Iniquity requires ab- 

ſolutely it ſhould be believed ſo. As 

nothing but an implicit Faith can ſerve | 
its Turn, an implicic Faith it will have, 
whatever it colts. 


Such is likewiſe the Myſtery of Aria- 
niſm, that. would fain perſuade us, that 
he, who is called the great Jehovah, the 
true God, ro whom all the Perfections 
and the moſt eſſential Properties of the 
Divinity, the Creation, and the Govern- 
ment of the World, as well as the Adora- 
tion and the Religious Worſhip are aſ- 
cribd ; that would fain perſuade us, I 


* Acts li, 21. + Matth. xzvi, 11. 
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ſay, that he is but God's firſt Creature, 
by whom he has made all Things. 


Finally, ſuch is the Myſtery of Wicked- 
nels, that reigns every where, in the 
Hearts of moſt Men. Oh ! what pro- 
digious Hypocriſy, what deep Diſſimu- 
lation do we perceive 2 What deteſta- 
ble Contrivances, what perfidious Pro- 
jets, what barbarous Dealings, what 
horrid Impiety do we not hear of? Where 
are the Nathaniels, in whom there is no 
Guile? Where are the ſound, the up- 
right, the generous Hearts, the publick- 
ſpirited Men, that truly love their Coun- 
try, that concern themſelves for the In- 
rereſt of their Neighbours 2 Where are 
thoſe that ſerve God faithfully, that 
have at Heart his Glory, that dread to 
offend his glorious Majeſty, and that 
love him with all their Soul > There 
are ſome indeed, but alas! rhey are 
few, very few in Compariſon of the o- 
thers. There are ſeveral, IJ don't doubt, 
in this Congregation. Oh ! let us, my 
Reverend Brethren, let us exert our 
ſelves, do our utmoſt Endeavours to 
baniſh from among us, all Hereſy and 
Error, Irreligion and Impicty, Uncha- 
ritableneſs, and all ſorts of Vices. Let 
us apply our felves by our private Con- 

verſation, 


ol 
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verſation and publick Diſcourſes, as 
well as by our good Examples; let us 
apply our ſelves to revive and to che- 
riſh the Spirit of Honeſty, Upright- 
neſs, Candor and true Piety. But to 
conclude. 


The great Myſtery of Godlineſs in- 
gages us to perform ſeveral Things, 
ſome whereof reſpet Faith, and ſome 
relate to Obedience. 


It engages us, in the firſt place, to 
believe and to acknowledge, that the 
Eternal and Almighty God, whoſe Per- 
fections are Infinite, and who is the 
Origin of every Thing, the Source of all 
Goodneſs, and without whom no Crea- 
ture whatſoever can ſubſiſt, has aſſum d 
our Nature with all its innocent Infir- 
mities, in order to redeem us by his 
Death, from an everlaſting Perdition; 
and that there is no Salvation in any 
other, no other Name under Heaven given 
among Men, whereby we may be ſavd *. 
And it conſequently engages us to rely 
intirely upon his meritorious Death and 
Interceſlion ; to apply to our ſelves the 


* Acts iv. 12. 
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bleſſed Fruits of his Sufferings, and to 
cover us with his perfect Righteouſneſs. 
It ingages us all, Prieſts and People, to 
believe and to acknowledge theſe Things: 
But there is a particular Duty to which 
we are engag d by it; we Reverend Bre- 
thren, who are honour d with the great 
Dignity of that glorious Lord's Mini- 
ſters : It is to preach purely, and to de- 
fend, with all our Strength and Abilities, 
the Doctrine of his Goſpel, and the moſt 
excellent Religion he brought us from 
Heaven. It is now, alas! openly at- 
tack d among us in its very Fundamen- 
rals. The Eternity of him, in whom 
dwelleth, ſays the holy Scriptures, the 
Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily, i. e. in 
whom are really and truly all the Per- 
fections, all the eſſential Attributes of 
the Divine Nature, is flatly denied. He 
is robb'd of his Divinity by thoſe, whom 
he has made, and he actually preſerves, 
and to whom he daily grants many Fa- 
vours, and he offers a glorious Salya- 
tion. Beſides, our moſt ſacred Myſte- 
ries are ridicul d, our bleſſed Lord Jeſus 
mock'd, and the glorious Majeſty of 
the Almighty affronted. Oh! my Re- 
verend Brethren, let us be /frong in the 
Lord, and in the Power of his Might; 


let us put on the whole Armour of C wn 
an 
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and have our Loins girt about with Truth: 
And let us take the Shield of Faith, the 
Helmet of Salvation, and the Sword of 
the Spirit, which 15 the Word of God ; 
that we may be able to ſtand againſt the 
Wiles, and to quench all the fiery Darts 
of the Enemies of our bleſſed Lord's 
Divinity, of his holy Goſpel, and of all 
Virtue, and to withſtaand in the Evil 
Days. Let us be reſolute in our ſacred 
Profeſſions, and make good uſe of the 
Power God has been pleas d to truſt us 
withal. Let us furniſh our ſelves with 
ſuch Principles as will enable us to con- 
found all Impiety, and to load Vice with 
Shame; to reſiſt the Aſſaults, and to | 
baffle the Stratagems of thoſe, who 
ſtrike at the Fundamentals of Chriſtia- | 
nity. Let us keep cloſe to the Doctrine 
of the Goſpel, and we ſhall ſtand firm 
and ſteady. Let us intirely rely upon 
that moſt gracious Promiſe made us by 
Chriſt our Divine Maſter: I am with 
you always, even unto the End of the 
World +, ſaid he to his Apoſtles, and in 
them to all the true Miniſters of the 
Goſpel. And finally, let our Hopes of 


— 
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a moſt plorious and moſt happy Eter- 
nity, prepared for all the faithful Ser- 
vants of the Eternal Son of God, guard 
us from the ſecret and dangerous Sug- 
geſtions of the Devil and the World. 


' 2dly, The great Myſtery of Godlineſs 
engages us, not only to acquaint our ſelves 
well with God's holy Will, to read care- 
fully his Word, and to meditate often 
on his Laws; but likewiſe to ferve him 
carefully, ro ſquare our Lives by his 
moſtexcellent Precepts, to forbear with- 
out repining at what he forbids, and to 
do readily and chearfully, what he com- 
mands: and whenever he thinks fir to 
ſend us ſome Afflictions, let them be 
never ſo ſevere, ir engages us to acknow- 
ledge we are unworthy of his moſt pre- 
cious Favours, and that he is-moſt righ- 
teous in all his Judgments; and withal, 
to ſubmit wholly to his good Pleaſure; 
and far from inveighing againſt, and 
railing at the Inſtruments he has been 
pleas d to make uſe of to puniſh us; it 
engages us to bear patiently, and with a 
great Reſignation, the Evils that befal 
us: To lay the Fault at our own Doors, 
to accuſe our own Wickedneſs, our Am- 


bition, our Pride, our Avarice; and to 
con- 
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conſider ſeriouſly, that our Vices are 
properly the Cauſe of all our Misfor- 
tunes. They are they, that raiſe us Ene- 
mies out of our own Boſoms, out of our 
own Kindred ; that render the Protection 
of thoſe we depend upon ineffectual; 
that changes the greateſt Proſperity into 
a deep Miſery, and turn the moſt flou- 
riſhing Condition into the moſt diſmal 
Calamity. That great Myſtery teaches 
us, beſides, how to remedy the Miſ- 
chiefs that have happen d to us: How to 
get our ſelves rid of our Troubles. It is 
not by clamouring and by complaining, 
by looking only on Men for Succour, 
by leaning upon the Arm of the Fleſh ; 
bur firſt, by humbling our ſelves -before 
the Almighty, and by forſaking our Sins; 
then by flying to God's Provideuce, that 
directs all Events; and by relying upon 
his infinite Goodneſs : And afterwards, 
by making Uſe of all the lawful Me- 
thods we can think of ; and by apply- 
ing our ſelves to thoſe whom God has 
fer over us, beſeeching Him to give em 
all the Prudence, all the Wiſdom neceſ- 
ſary to do what's fit for our Relief. 
Such Proceedings would pleaſe God Al- 


mighty, whoſe Providence would then 
de favourable to us. 
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Moreover, that great Myſtery of God- 
lineſs engages us to have much more at 
Heart, the Intereſt of our holy Religion, 
than all the Intereſts that reſpect this 
Life, becauſe they concern us infinitely 
more. The Advantages which that bleſ- 
ſed Religion procures us, are unſpeaka- 
ble, and will laſt for ever ; bur all the 
Advantages of this World are of a little 
Importance, and very tranſitory : Where- 
fore, let that holy Religion be our chicf 
Concern ; and fince God Almighty has 
bleſſed us with a Proteſtant Prince, and 
with his Auguſt Family to rule over us, 
and over -our Poſterity, to ſupport, to 
protect, and to defend the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion: Let us, notwithſtanding all the 
malicious Inſinuations of their and our 
Enemies, have a conſtant Adherence to, 
and a great Affection for them, and ex 
ert all our Loyalty rowards our Sovereign 
Lord King George ; who plainly ſhews 
his Zeal for the Glory of God, by ma- 
king Uſe of his Royal Authority tt; 
puniſh Blaſphemers, and to cruſh Impie- 
ty. As long as we ſhall deteſt Popery, 
with all its Superſtitions, and love the 
excellent Religion we profeſs, that gres 
Monarch and his Royal Family muſt be 
dear to us. | 


Finally. 
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Finally, that great Myſtery engages us 


to baniſh from among us, all Hatred, 


Envy, Diviſion, and Quarrel; to live in 
Peace, and to love one another moſt 
tenderly; becauſe we are the Members 
of the ſame Body, the Children of the 
ſame Father: We have the ſame Re- 
deemer, and the ſame Sandifier ; and we 
are called ro the ſame Inheritance. Oh ! 
did Charity, upon which the great 
Myſtery of Godlineſs is grounded ; did 
Charity, the Soul of our bleſſed Reli- 


gion, but reign among us, we ſhould 
be the moſt happy and glorious Nati- 


on upon Earth. This Kingdom would 
be like a Paradiſe; but alas! Uncha- 
ritableneſs ſwaying with us, it reſem- 
bles quite another Thing. Oh! Let 
us, my Reverend Brethren ; let us do 
our utmoſt Endeavours by our Preach- 
ing, and by our Examples to drive 
away Uncharitableneſs, and to ſettle 
Charity in the Hearts of Men ; and 
Teſus Chriſt our great Lord and Maſter, 
who is the Prince of Peace, and the God 


of Love, will reward us with an eter- 


nal Glory and a ſupreme Happineſs, and 
ive us the unexpreſſible Satisfaction to 
{ce our Flocks admitted into the Abode 
of a perpetual Bliſs, which J heartily 
beſeech 
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beſeech him to grant us. Now to that 
glorious Redeemer, -and to his everlaſt- 
ing Father, and to the Holy Ghoſt, be 
all Honour, Glory and Dominion A. 
Nen. 2 | 3 


